INSTRUCTIONS (Delete Before Submitting)
• Add your organization's letterhead, if applicable.
• Personalize highlighted text and add your name and signature.
• Submit by June 23 via https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/
· Bill: SB 331 (Menjivar)
· Committee: Assembly Health
· Position: Support
Email a copy to Kimberly.Fuentes@sen.ca.gov and cc: michelle.m.marciniak@gmail.com.
[DATE]
The Honorable Mia Bonta
Chair, Assembly Health Committee
1020 N Street, Room 390
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SB 331 (Menjivar) — Let California Kids Hear Act — SUPPORT
Dear Chair Bonta:
On behalf of [ORGANIZATION NAME], we are proud to support SB 331 (Menjivar), the Let California Kids Hear Act, which would require large-group health plans to cover pediatric hearing aids and related services for children.
California screens nearly every newborn for hearing loss, yet approximately 90% of private health plans still do not cover pediatric hearing aids. Families are often forced to pay thousands of dollars out of pocket during critical years of child development, delaying treatment or going without care altogether. This is a major gap in children’s health insurance coverage that policymakers can address through SB 331.	Comment by Mike Odeh: Not very artful, but I was trying to get at the family affordability reason for the bill
Hearing loss in children is a developmental emergency. Early access to sound is essential for speech, language, literacy, educational success, social development, and long-term health outcomes.
[OPTIONAL PERSONALIZATION SECTION — examples below:
• As a provider serving children with hearing loss, we see the long-term developmental consequences when children do not receive timely access to hearing technology.
• As an organization serving California children and families, we believe access to hearing aids should never depend on income or insurance status.
• As professionals working in pediatric health, education, disability, or child development, we understand the importance of early intervention and timely access to hearing technology.
• Add 2–4 sentences about your organization, patients, clients, families, or community.]
SB 331 addresses concerns raised with prior proposals by limiting coverage to the large-group commercial insurance market. This targeted approach would help more children access care through their existing insurance coverage while reducing reliance on a state-funded workaround program that has struggled to reach families.
Currently 35 states already require some level of pediatric hearing aid coverage. California should not continue to lag behind while children lose critical developmental time.
For these reasons, we respectfully urge your SUPPORT of SB 331.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
cc: Members, Assembly Health Committee
